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A Morning Service of Word & Prayer 
with Administration of 

 Holy Communion 
version 3c 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Pittsfield, NH 
 

Opening Prayer The leader stands before the congregation, welcomes everyone 

and opens the service in prayer. 

 

(Leader) If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea, 

(All) Even there, your hand will lead me and your right 

hand hold me fast.  

or 

(Leader) Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning, 

for I put my trust in you; 

(All) Show me the road I must walk, for I lift up my soul 

to you.  

 

(All)  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be forever. Amen.  

 

Opening Hymn, followed by one of these or other canticles 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7   

Come, let us sing to the Holy One;  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving  

    and raise a loud shout with psalms.  

For you, O God, are a great God,  

    you are great above all gods.  

In your hands are the caverns of the earth, 

    and the heights of the hills are yours also.  

The sea is yours, for you made it, 

    and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For you are our God,  

    and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of 

your hand. 

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

Jubilate      Psalm 100  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with 

gladness and come before God’s presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord alone is God; you yourself have made 

us, and we are yours; we are your people and the sheep of 

your pasture. 

We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving, go into your 

courts with praise, give thanks to you and call upon your 

Name.  

For you are good; your mercy is everlasting; and your 

faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 

 The Collect (Leader) 

The Lessons:  The people are seated for the readings. Members of the 

congregation read the appointed lessons from the Hebrew Bible, Psalms, and 

Epistles. The leader may substitute another reading, upon occasion. The Deacon, if 

present, proclaims the Gospel.  

Homily or Reflection 

 

 

The Magnificat  (The people stand as we are able.) 

Leader: Let us lift our voices to God in the words of Mary: 
 

(All) My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior; for he has looked with favor on 

his lowly servant.  

From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 

Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.  

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.  

He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the 

proud in their conceit.  

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has 

lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 

sent away empty.  

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 

remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our ancestors, to Sarah and 

Abraham and their children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People The leader invites spoken and silent prayers from 

the community. At the conclusion, the leader says:  

(Leader) For all these prayers, O Lord, those prayers we have 
spoken aloud and those we offer to you in the silence 
of our hearts and bodies and minds, let us sing:  

(All) O Lord, hear my prayer…  
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Prayer for Restoration The Deacon, if present, or the lay leader calls the 

people to repentance. 

(Leader) Recognizing that we all have a part in hurts done to 

each other and to the whole creation, we 

acknowledge our own failings, ask forgiveness, and 

pray for a new start:  

 

(All) Fount of all mercy, we acknowledge that we have 

strayed from your way. We ask that you restore us 

when we lose the way of oneness with you and your 

creation. Be with us as we wander in that lonely 

wilderness, strengthen us as we return, renew us in 

the awareness of your ever-present love, and return 

us to your ways of love, compassion, and service.  

(pause) 

 

(All) By the power of the one great love, our errors are 

forgiven. May we be made whole and brought anew 

into the peace of God.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  Leader:  Our Father… 

The Peace  Leader:  May the peace of the Lord be always 

with you…  

Announcements & Celebrations  (For birthdays, the leader 

may use BCP p. 830.)  

Offering & Doxology / Hymn  

Solemn distribution of Holy Communion from the 

reserved Sacrament  

The Deacon or lay leaders reverently place the previously consecrated elements 

upon the altar from the front.  

Standing at the head of the congregation and facing the altar, the Deacon 

and/or lay leaders lead the people in prayer.  

(Leader) Let us say together the prayers for Solemn 

Distribution of Holy Communion. 

 

(All) In the beginning, the Holy Spirit moved over the 

deep and brought all things into being. Through 

Mary, the Blessed Mother, the Word was made 

flesh in the body and blood of Jesus. Out of the 

Earth, Christ is born again and dwells among us.  

(Leader) O God, Creator of time and space, your Spirit abides 

with us and with all creation. We thank you for these 

gifts of the land and for these, our bodies, which we 

offer in your service. We thank you for this holy food 

we are about to receive, a miracle of new and 

unending life in you.  

(All) Gathered here today in your presence, may our 

hearts and souls be set on fire. May we be bound to 

this good Earth in love, and to all your creatures 

from every people and tribe and faith and language 

and nation and species. May we be transformed by 

the same self-giving love that has transformed this 

bread and this wine. May we, taking into our 

humble bodies this holy food and drink, become 

the love that creates all things, bears all things, 

renews all things. In your holy name we pray. 

Amen. 

The people kneel or stand to receive Communion through bread and wine. 

After all have been served, the leader invites the people:  Let us pray. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom: 

(All) Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 

petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 

world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

Closing Hymn 

Going Forth  The Deacon or lay leader sends the people forth with these 

words: 

Jesus said, “The first of all the commandments is this: ‘Hear, 

O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 

great commandment, and the second is like unto it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these".  

(Leader) Let us bless the Lord. (or a similar sending) 

(All) Thanks be to God.  


